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We should start caring about local

anguage varieties and their speakers

Language functions

Orality | Culture
Artitudes Local history

(Naturally-occurring) variation
Aspirations

Socio-political contexts

and align our work to the (diverse) local agendas

Multilingual Culture

N Grk-cal information access preservation
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Shifting from a machine-centric to a speaker-centric approach
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a Persistent emphasis on written data scarcity

Why resources are scarce? Do target communities need envisioned text-based technologies?
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» > . Audit of web-crawled corpora: % across categories

e Little attention to representativeness Aol oo s
What about the actual content of mainstream text collections used in current NLP? Vidtaix | TNO M — o'
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«high» functions
g

(education, administration, etc.)

c Become aware of history and diverse attitudes

Speech communities have many voices, and language ideologies may change over time!

«low» funcmons

(f Olml OC&l p&thlClp&ll'lOn etc. )

bilingualism diglossia dilalia ) ..
e Engage with local speech communities

4 articipatory work Learn and understand local agendas, participate to initiatives on language & culture
Community needs

€) Involve speech communities at all design stages
Awareness rais ing Locally-meaningful work designed with speakers, for serving speakers and their needs

Responsible practices

in VARIETIES OF THE BOOT, a community aimed at responsibly supporting the vitality of language varieties of Italy!
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